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Basic Skills I coaaunity Collaqas; Coocsa Contant; 
*Bnqlish intttuctiona nntagrataa Coccicoloaj 
♦Intacdisciplinary Approach; Janice Collaga Stodants; 
'*Rathaaatica Inatcucticn; Rontraditional Stodanta; 
apasadial Pcoqraaa; tSpaach Ccaaonicatlon j Studj 
Skllla 



A prcca* of basic skills ioitroction cosbiniri 
Bnqlish. sathasatlcs, and oral cosaunicatlona vaa initiatad ir a 
eoamaity collaga to proscta saatary of thasa akills in stodants 
faaeticninq at a latal aquimalant to lass than qrada ,six on an 
Bnqlish pfacasant tast. A gccoF of 38 stodanta vara anrollad in thraa 
asMtata claaaas in Bnqlish, oral cossonications, and aathaaatica for 
a total of 20 hoars pac saak for 18 saaks. Tha classas sara actijraly 
intaoratad so that a aaxisas of tratafac occarrad both bstaaan the 
classas and bataasn school and daily Ufa act itltias. This 
intsaration was achiatad through tha appiicaticn cf skills laacned in 
ona class to satarial fcaing taught in tha othat classas. Pcwlislnary 
r«aalta indicated that an integratad basic skills coi^rsa was aoparicr 
to saparata, nonintagratad coursaa in ta^chlng batic skills to low 
achlasars. Of tha 32 studants coapleting tha first sasastar, 30 
racalvad passing gcadas and 26 nara still anrclled in classas at 
sldtaci cf tha follosing seaester. (Author/DP) 
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^ ONli TIIAT WORKfil AN INTKGKATnD rROCR/VI OH BA:.IC SKILLS 
Basic Skill* in the community college his become a prosont-iK^y reality 
as the need to teach fundamental acailemic skills, rather than content, to 
students functioning at lower level ; has boon rccoRnized. The vapuc nature 
of the torn ''basic skills" has led each collepe to aotcrr.ino its ovm institu- 
tional definition for the term a\v\ its own accompanying guit^clincs. These 
definitions antl guiJelinct^ arc quite specific to the Institution and .hp 
populacion it serves. > 

Portervlllc College is a r>-all, rural colleg: in the sovitheast comer 
of the San Joaquin Valley in California, serving a town of 17,000 and a 
greater trade area of 57,000, approximately 33 percent ol whom are Hispanic- 
The college itself has enrolled close to 2,200 students for the 1978-79 
school year. 

Over the past few years, the declining skills of entering rstudents have 
been recognized and appropriate remedial courses i^jnplcmentid Porterville 
College now has three levels of remedial course work including the new basic 
skills courses. Students are placed into the proper level according to high 
school grades and scores on standardized tests of reading and writing. 
These tests are required of all new full-time students. Only the lowest 
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Uv«l of ln»tructlon, Baiic SkllU 72. httpleinentB integrated Iniitructlon by 
actively coor«Jln»tin« the three aepnrHte basic akUU course*. 

BmsIc SklUa 72, adherlnt', -o t!»« op«n-iloor policy, servea ntudont-* who 
have been out of «choc)l for somo timo, or who tjult iichoorl '«t tin ea^y ajje. or 
who have languoRe difficulties. lonrninR disabl Utlesi , or n comblnntlon of 
these and/'-r other problem:".. In obBerviiiR these itndents. aevorol common 
charncteristlcs hove been notod. (1) r-tost students arc lacking In self- 
confidence. (2) They tend to exhibit poor orn tnUatlonul nbiUtles. 
(3) They are very dependent acadoinlcftlly. (4) Students low in one .irea »re 
Ronerully low in other nrcns well. 

As n result of thc;»e ohnervat ions . the B.i^io Skills Committee at 
Portervillo CoJlege has doflncil b.Tsic skills ns conccrnlnK .our areas of 
academic dovelo;iment--writtcn communic.it ion . oral communication , b.isic ^ 
computations. ;mcl crR.i.ii :;ir ional skins--plus a conscious effort toward 
raisin:: solf-estcem throu;;h r.iKi os -.-oriented activities. Tlircc separate courses 
from different ucaJemic division:; -.vcrc ilcslpncd to serve these .ireas. It was 
decided that taci;i« courses should ho linVcd together to form a complete 
academic prov.ran for these student.^ atul that carcj'ul integration be maintained. ^ 
It was also cnphasizcd that althouKh Individual i:ation is desirable, these 
students arc generally not in.lopendc ut learners and maximum teacher d' -ection 
in .1 rraJitional cla5sroo;n would better serve their needs. 

Pvop.ran dcscrintion 
Students placed in Basic .^Jkills 72 must enroll -in three separate classes- 
English 7J, Oral Comuni cations 72, and Math 72. Students are in cass nine 
hours per week for English, plus five hours of individualized lab for a total 
of fourteen hours; rcceivinK eiglit credits, four of which aoply toward the 
Associate of Arts Degree. Math and Oral Communication classes both meet three 
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houM p«r wotk for two units of credit each, only one each of wHlvh Hp|iUe» 
toward the A. A. Degree. The tott»l* then nre twenty hoii4 pe»' w"®*^ 
for twelve unltn of credit, six of ch count towara? grfidimtlon. t)\o 
cla»»e» are corauctod during i» rpiiular *vmcito>' ot" eiohrcen week*. 

The 8«!ilc Skills Lull, moetlnc tor an hour eich nftprnoon, l» uurd for 
completing unslnnroenta from th" fintjllr' , Mttth and Ornl ComnvmUatron claiscs. 
Durlnjt thl" Ub time, ono Instructor, two toaching assistants and cne student 
aldo work In.llvlduully with stuUontn on their aaslRnmcnta an needed. Additional 
lab uss^Knucnts ; ro solec'cd from vnrloiii lab materials on an optional basis. 
Hach student kuop: a record of his lab -net i vl t le» on a tlmoshoet. The lab 
Is also open another two hours every afternoon for miko-up work and extra lab 
pract Icc . 

Course coiitont and Intciir.it ion 

Each course adheres to the principles of its separate I'lsclpHno but every 

effort Is made to Intcpiatc the courr.es. 

r.nKllsh 72 IncluJes skill dovclL,,)Mont in word recognition and analysis, 
phonics and spelling, vocal-ulary. rculinK comprehension, flexibility of reading 
rate, critical thinking and rcdin;-.. the principles of basic Rrammur, sentence 
and paragraph Kr.tin2,-and study skills. Included In those study skills are the 
development of orr.anizat ional skills, outlinin,; and note taking, writing 
summaries, use of the table of contents and indexes of the encyclopedia' and 
the dictionary, use of the library to obtain resource materials, time manage- 
ment, reading maps, charts, tables and graphs, following directions and taking 
tests. Receiving special emphasis is the application of these skills and 
sur-'ival techniques. 

Exit level skiUi; in Eagliih include reading at grade level 6.0 or above 
as determined by a standardized reading test, .md the ability to write simple 
sentences without error. 



Tho Ornl Cowmunlcntlonn. 72 climn h4* couriP conront ihi^t Include* 
ipeaklnj? In cottipUt© phmn^^ wful llnktnu th^no pfernn*^* jtORPthcr to form 
14oafti being uhlo ti offecMvoly ujn) ntahilnnl Infomul tlngUfih «ppoch» the 
ubiUty to «poeik and trnn?5mlt n rational mennai-a in front of u group for up 
to thrao minuto?i or moro In l<^ngtli. tho utllirntion of Uatenlng ikllU. ttnd 
the undorstandlng thiii wurdH have dltfortfnt connotation* to pooplo depending 
upon their perception of the world. 

Oral communication also focu:io!i on ovcrcumlnR !ih)'neji» and developing a 
positive self lm«ge, a% w»Ml an lc4T7\inji to orj;nnl:c idco» and fact*. Oivil 
Coirmunlcatlonji 72 do^»,< not h:n'c a forriul rxlt lev^M, but Is baf<?d.on » 
stnndard gradln,: scale. 

Tao content in Mnth 7: Is linltc.l primarily to the b^slc cdmputatlons 
of oddltion, subtraction, multiplication, and division of whole numbers, 
di:*clmals, and fractions. Studentr arc also asked to write out numbers, to 
orpanls? math ^roblcms, to know miitii torminolo«y and sv^bola, to know how 
to read and analyio math problcn:?;, and to undr»rstand units of nen^urcmcnt. 
Diagnostic pre- testing and post -testing: determines students' needs and proKress. 
txit levels arc dependent upon mastery of the material. 

A most inportanf part of any successful pro^iram is tho people Involved. 
At Portcrvillo Collcijc- there are except ionii people interested and involved 
In the Ba:iic .Skills "'Z Pro>:ram. lliese include the administrative pcrsonnel-- 
who actively suppoi*t the pro^raui--thrcc well-qualified instructors, two 
credentialed teaching! assistants, two student aides, and most important-- 
dedicated stu^lonts. 

Although these classes are taught separately, they are actively integrated 
in order to pro/idc maximnu application and transfer among coursies. This is 
accomplished by weekly r-aiinr.s of the instructors involved and additional 



Mttinfi with tho toaching (m^litiintn. In xUp^p H0**lcifi«, uptpetfi*' |irai:#mii 
with mtihoU», MturUU* ^nU InUivltitml )itu«t0nt«i ur^ UiiitcuiiiiioJ^ m w^tl 4ii 
way* to tmnflfer Initruetiuh n^mn^ tht> a^^^^. In iiUvluloh* owp of xUp 

contlnunui caitununicAt ion bi^fw^on ench *fii*moni.* 

tonchini! of vocttbuUry »na Hpc»lUfu: in thd In^lish cl.>»tt from Oral Comiinmlc4i lon« 
und Mttth. Cojuntinlcarlon nkllli tll?iv'U!i?i0(l In Oral Coimnunl cat ion* 4ro practlcod 
In the i:ngll»h journali. Ov*:»>nl:rtt iun atvl mitUnlntf IncJiuJinK mnln lilca.ii, 
suh-lvlo:i», and <ujv>orttn< «^.niiilH prictlr«Hl In t»oth Oval CovmuuiCAliows 
nnd Lnnlilih clan^os u?»kn>! Mie luuc vacubuljry aniJ proccdurdsi . Snulnntu i!^ u 
complete rrnoarch project ri'?»ultlnf: in i\ lem paper for Kn^^li^ih jnl a !*pecch 
for Oral CoPwnunlcatlonH. A unit on c.irc»^r exploration l» used to teach rcaJlnn 
nnd writing and is al;o u?tcd ai a bnj^ii lor one of the ^peechci in Oral 
Connunlcatlons . Another wa> in *.*hlch wnrin>? anvl orgnniiatlon are Incarpornt '^d 
Into Oral ComnuJucatlon*^ l.-s oy Iv»viuj! stu^li-nts critique, in writing?, each other's 
speeches. Those critiques arc corrcct'^d for content In Oral Communication and 
for mechanics in linKllsli. 

Inte){ratini{ math with the ofhrr two clasr^os is a little more difficult. 
One technique used Is to have students work in K^oupa of three in the Oral 
Communications class to expl.^in*to each other math concepts introduced in the 
Math class. In English. Math word problems arc read and analyzed. Some of 
the critical th nking exercises u*cd in the English class involve Mth. 

One of the materials used is a newspafier written in easy English for 
adults. This newspaper incorporates basic skills in each area centered 
around current news. Oth<?r material used is primarily teacher "prepared. 

Besides the meetings to intc^^rate skills and the assistant who meets 
with each class* the insti-uctors frequently visit each other's classes And 
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attend tht «ft«m9Qn inb to distil ituii^nt^. 

ll«iuUt And eonclu^toni 

Thli profmm wan fir»t trnt^li^rt^tit^^iJ XH0 irtU ni^mH^tfif th» |07>i.?y 

ulth onl)^ two failing gr»<i^tf. 

N A foUow-iip »tutly wi Itum rrttJo^i tho i#mo?4i0r foUuwtin ©nroU»<>nt 
in tho N»lc ikiUi vuv^nic ahow«»d f^c>»ltlv<> r^nult*. Of ihu J2 fttuaintft 
computing tbi? cour*c, :6 (Ml i><?icer^) wer<? utiM onrull^U in cour^i^n nt 
PortorvllU ColUg<>. Thu«^ cnnlkMl in cour^i^t* in ih^ of English, 

Muth, or Oral Com?r.iinlc/it lunn hnJ ^•ir.ul**?* tnuRinf! fron H to D witt^ only tu-u \''%. 
ThU appoors to bi: »i> it'lcnntly Inaicativo of jiucccIh In ncrtdemlc coar»o«, 

ProUmlnnry rc:. at:* invJlcate that an Jntcrtsivc, comprehrnsi vo , and- 
iiit0j2metl ^H)ur^c of B.i?*lc skllU U superior to »cp«rato, non- IntORrutod 
cour!««$ in toiichlnii banic to low-lcvcl ^tudcntn. TJil »tjitcmont l» 

basoJ primarily ii:>on $vil*J^ctlvv evaluation 1% an objective research tle*l>:n 
wnn not ImplomentcJ. ^ 

Tlw Basiic SkilU 7^ Prfi;irJin wij rr:|. atcd ilurlng the *?pring »ome?«ter, 1979. 
Sovoral chnnj:en In currlcutu: anil techiiii»t»e% were mai'e to Improve the cournc 
and more 5ugge:4tea for the next ncnesier. Pojiitlve results on test!« and 
grodcs, ns well a^ nubjt*ctivr evaluation by students, teaching and adnlnlstra- 
tivo personnel, in*' ihe cortiiin;ty, have l*"d the Basic Skills Committee to 
rccomi;iend It^ continuance in the fhture. 



